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Proposed Claim Amendments 

Claims 1-18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (currently amended): A message exchange for receiving and storing 
spoken messages and transmitting these messages to one or more subscribers, to whom 
the messages are addressed, in a public switched telephone network, to which the 
message exchange is connected, wher e in the message exchange compris e s comprising : 

an address module ixi order configured to store a plurality of lists with subscriber 
identifications, tho lioto each list being assigned , in e aokoagOj to at least one subscriber in 
the telephone network, and, in tho addrosG modulo, certain subscrib e r identificationo in a 
Uct of a oubooribor being combin e d into a group at least two lists including a common 
group identification: 

a receiving module in ord e r configured to receive the messages from subscribers 
in the telephone network via the telephone network and to store thorn, in oaoh case, 
tog e th e r each received message with an identification of the subscriber who ka& placed 
the message; 

a speech recognition module , which mokes - it - possible for configured to enable a 
subscriber to determine designate, by means of spoken language, at least one of the 
subscribers and/or - groupo of Gubooribors to whom a message is supposed to be addressed; 

a transmission module in - order rrmftflnreH to transmit stored messages, by means 
of an automatic call, to the determined subscribers and/or groupo of subscribers 
designated at least one, subscriber, and to inquiry if a reply is to be sent from the 
designated at least one subscriber to the transmitting subscriber: and 
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a reply module for receiving and storing roplios of a configured to receive and to 
store the reply from the at least one subscriber to whom messages are transmitted. 

Claim 20 (currently amended); The message exchange according to claim 3? 19, 
wherein the speech recognition module makoo it possible for is configured to enable a 
subscriber to create and administer the lists by means of spoken language. 

Claim 2 1 (currently amended) ; Hie message exchange according to claim 32 19, 
wherein [[a]] each subscriber identification comprisoo the includes a name of fee a 
respective subscriber. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 3? 19, 
wherein [[a]] each subscriber identification comprisoo the includes a call number of fee a 
respective subscriber. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 3? 19, 
wherein certain at least one of the subscriber identifications a*e is stored as a voice 
si^ab signal. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 37 19, 
wherein the message exchange oomprioos further comprising: 

at least one tariff table, which makes it possible - for wherein the transmission 
module refers to the at least one tariff table to transmit certain messages at times having 
economical tariffs. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 3? 19, 
wherein the message oxohnngo- comprises further comprising: 
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a table with statistical infoimatioix on the traffic load in the telephone network, 
which mokes it possible for wherein the transmission module refers to the table to 
transmit certain messages at times of low traffic load. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The message exchange according to claim 33 19, 
wherein the reply module eaa is configured to receive a reply, and to store and 
transmit^,]] to [[the]] addressed subscribers[[,]] messages from [[a]] the at least one 
subscriber to whom messages were sent, whreh the messages can - b e being addressed to a 
group of subscribers. 

Claim 27 (currently amended): The message exchange according claim 3? 19, 
wherein o - list ntao at least one of the lists contains access rights. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): A method of r e ceiving and storing handling 
spoken messages^and transmitting thos e m o o s agoo to on e- or mor e subscribers in a public 
switched telephone networkjhemethod comprising[[;]]: 

storing a plurality of lists, with subscriber identifications, in a message exchange 
connected to the telephone network, the lists eachjist being assigne d, in e ach cas e? to at 
least one subscriber in the public switched telephone network, and certain subscrib e r 
idenitificatioDs - in - fl - list of a subs crib or boincr combined in a croup at least two lists 
including a common group identification: 

receiving, in the message exchange, moGsagoo of subscribers a message from one 
of the subscribers in the public switched telephone network via the said public switched 
telephone network an d, wherein the subscriber originating the message is a transmitting 
subscriber 
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storin g, in each case, together with the message and an identification of the 
transmitting subscribe r, who has given th e masGago r subooribor'g address messag e s to 
subscribers - and/or groups of sub s cribers by; 

designating to the message exchange the respective subscribers or groups of 
subscrib e rs name of another subscriber or of a subscriber group by means of spoken 
language; 

identifying[[,]] an address of the designated subscriber or addresses of the 
designated subscriber group by use of a speech recognition module and at least one of the 
plurality of list s, the list of th e rospQGtivo subscriber. - the said subscrib e rs - and/or groups of 
subscrib e rs d e signat e d - by tho subscriber ; 

transmitting^,]] *>y means of an automatic call with the message exchange[[,]] the 
stored m e ssag e s message to the identified subscrib e rs - and/or groups of subscribers 
designated subscriber or subscriber group : [[and]] 

inquiring the designated subscriber or subscriber group to determine if a reply 
message is to be sent to the transmitting subscriber and 

receiving and storing, by means of the message exchange, repli e s o£a the reply 
message from the designated subscriberr t€Hwhom mcssagOG wo E O - fransra ttted 21 
subscriber group when the reply message to be sent . 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The method according to claim 34 28, wherein 
oortaia at least one of the subscriber identifications are is stored as a voice signals signal 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 26 28, wherein 
further comprising: 
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storing status information is stored concerning the transmission of messages to 
subscribers^]]; and 

retransmitting messages not successfully transmitted oon be rep e at e dly 
te ansmittod during first attempts , 

Claim 3 1 (currently amended): The method according to claim 34 28, wh e r e in 
further comprising: 

monitoring at least one tariff table is monitored?; and 

transmitting c e rta i n messages {ffe - fransmitted to addroosod oubooribers at 
economical tariff times based on monitoring of the at least one tariff table . 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The method according to claim 34 28, wherein 
further comprising: 

storing statistical information on the traffic load in the telephone network is stored 
in a table[[,]]; and 

transmitting GOFtain messages ar e transmitted to tho - address e d subscribers at times 
of low traffic load based_on_the stored statistical information . 

Claim 33 (currently amended): The method according to claim 34 28, \vher e in 
certain m e ssages aro transmitted further comprising: 

transmitting the message via the Internet. 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The method according to claim 34 28, wh e r e in 
messages, further comprising: 

receiving the reply message from [[a]] the designated subscriber to whom 
messages w e r e s e nt ar e rocoivod as repl y or from one of foe subscribers of the designated 
subscriber group rMI: 
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Gtorod and troiiGm i ttod^o - tlie addressed subscribers, which - rao Goa fi oo o on bo 
addressed to a group of subscribers 

storing the reply message in the message exchange: and 

transmitting the reply message to at least the transmitting subscriber . 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The method according claims 36 28, wherein 
o?rf flm svb?r - T?)?^ a a ^P» ,n M e g the transmitting subscriber administers at least one of the 
lists by means of spoken language. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): A computer-readable data carrie r, which contains 
comprising: 

cod e d - data roprooonting a computer progra m, which makes it poGsiblo to eenteel 
be executed by a processor controlling a message exchange a s e o E drog to claim 27 in such 
a way that it carri e s out a - m e tfaod according to claim -36 connected to a telephone 
network, wherein when said computer program is execute d the message exchange 
performs steps including. 

storing a plurality of ligts with subscriber identifications, each list being 
assigned to at least one subscriber in the public switched telephone network, and 
at least two lists io rfnriinp; a common prn up identification. 

receiving a message from one of the subscribers in the public switched 
telephone network via the public switched telephone network, wherein the 
subscriber originating the message is a transmitting subscriber, 

storing the message and an identification of the transmitting subscriber: 
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staring a name of another one of the subscribers or of a subscriber group 
provided to the message exchange from tfr * transmit ting subscriber by means of 
spoken language: 

identifying an address of the designated subscriber or addresses of the 
designated subscriber group bv use of a speech recognition module and at least 
one of the plurality of lists: 

transmitting by maang of an automatic call the stored message to the 
designated subscriber or subscriber group; 

inquiring the designated subscriber or subscriber group to detennine if a 
reply message is to be sent to the transmitting subscriber and 

receiving and storing the reply message from the designated subscriber or 
subscriber group when the reply message is to be sent . 

IAA , m\CHVi236Q93US\236Q93U$ PROP CLMS 17MAY04,dOC 
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